Society  of  the  National  Library  for  the  Blind. 

Shu' fat  - Tel.  283967  « Jerusalem  » 

Report  for  the  Year  1975 


Dear  Members  and  Supporters  : individuals,  schools,  municipali- 
ties, hotels,  charitable  societies,  business  centres  and  corporations. 

We  extend  our  warmest  greetings  from  the  land  of  Palestine  and 
environs  of  Jerusalem  in  the  name  of  the  Council  of  i rustees. 

We  have  the  honour  to  deliver  this  report  which  we  issue  an- 
nually, so  that  you  will  be  notified  of  the  ac  tivities  of  the  Council 
supervising  actions  of  our  Society,  and  wiil  form  a dear  picture  of 
the  position,  regarding  this  noble  charitable  project  and  its  future 
objectives. 

1 Membership  : The  number  of  members  supporting  our  society 
up  to  the  date  of  this  report  has  reached  883  supporting  members 
including  individuals,  schools,  municipalities,  hotels,  charitable  so- 
cieties, business  centres  and  corporations. 

It  is  worth  mentioning  that  the  society  has  issued  up  till  now 
95  certificates  of  gratitude  and  appreciation  to  supporting  members 
who  have  continued  to  pay  their  subscriptions  for  a period  of  ten 
years.  We  earnestly  hope  that  other  members  will  receive  similar 
certificates  when  they  have  covered  up  the  same  period.  Stating 
these  facts,  we  would  like  to  mention  that  we  aim  at  adding  up  one 
thousand  supporting  members  from  both  East  and  West  Banks,  as 
well  as  ten  thousand  members  more  from  the  Arab  World  when  cir- 
cumstances should  permit.  We  have  great  confidence  that,  by  the 
help  of  God  and  your  support,  we  shall  be  able  to  reach  our  goal  in 
the  near  future. 

2 Services  : Owing  to  the  circumstances  prevailing  in  the  area 
at  present,  our  services  are  still  limited  and  confined  to  blind  people 
settling  in  the  West  Bank  of  the  Kingdom  of  Jordan.  We  are  always 
ready  to  offer  our  services  to  all  those  deprived  of  sight  who  wish 
to  read  Arabic  books  wherever  they  may  be  stationed  in  the  world. 
We  are  doing  our  best,  God  helping,  to  establish  a branch  of  the 
library  in  Amman  so  as  to  be  able  to  send  our  books  to  every  part  of 
the  Arab  World.  The  number  of  beneficiaries  has  grown  up  to  36  mem- 
bers, one  of  them  being  a resident  in  West  Germany.  On  this  occa- 
sion we  would  like  to  mention  that  the  Board  of  Trustees  has  made 


amendments  to  exempt  all  students  from  fees  required,  entitling 
applicants  to  bear  membership  cards. 

The  number  of  books  borrowed  by  members  during  the  period 
1-1-1975  — 30-12-1975  has  reached  164  books  contained  in  519  vo- 
lumes. The  number  of  Arabic  books  up  till  now  has  reached  707  books 
in  2152  volumes,  while  the  number  of  books  other  than  Arabic  amount 
to  935  books  in  4822  volumes. 

Here  we  are  concerned  to  let  you  know  that  the  library  has  em- 
barked on  the  foundation  of  a book-recording  library  where  books  are 
recorded  on  special  tapes  for  those  who  are  not  familiar  with  Braille 
system.  The  library  has  managed  to  record  35  books  up  till  now. 

it  is  also  worthy  to  mention  that  the  Co-operative  Work  Commit- 
tee at  Beer  Zeit  University  has  kindly  participated  in  recording  most 
of  the  above-mentioned  books.  We  hope  the  said  Committee  which 
has  rendered  fruitful  service  will  continue  to  co-operate  with  us  in 
building  up  and  developing  the  book-recording  library.  Other  volun- 
teering individuals  cooperated  in  recording  some  of  these  books 
as  well. 

On  the  other  hand  the  transcribing  of  25  stories  for  children  was 
completed.  We  are  working  hard  in  the  process  of  transcribing  books 
for  children  aiming  at  the  establishment  of  a special  branch  in  their 
library  for  their  own  usage. 

3 The  Financial  Situation  : It  gives  us  pleasure  to  present  some 
statistics  from  the  report  of  our  authorized  accountants  for  the  year 
1975  so  that  you  are  notified  of  the  financial  situation  of  the  society, 
not  to  mention  that  our  final  aim  would  be  the  accumulation  of  finan- 
cial credit  amounting  to  (100.000  dinars)  one  hundred  thousand  dinars 
in  addition  to  raising  a considerable  amount  of  money  for  the  cons- 
truction of  a building  which  would  contain  all  branches  of  services 
for  the  society.  These  would  include  the  book-recording  library, 
children  s section  and  published  periodicals  such  as  magazines  plan- 
ned to  be  issued  in  future. 

Looking  into  the  authorized  accountants’  report,  we  find  that  our 
cash  assets  amount  to  32273  J.  D.  and  629  Fils,  this 
deposited  in  the  cash-box,  in  banks  and  as  loans. 


amount  is 


The  said  amount  is  detailed 
Cash  - box  : 104  J.D.  and  80 

Arab  Bank  (Amman)  : 

Arab  Bank  (Ramallah)  : 
Al-Mashrik  Bank  (Amman)  : 

Arab  Land  Bank  (Amman)  : 

Loan  and  Saving  Bank  (Kuwait) 
Discount  Bank  (Ramallah)  : 
Loans  : 


as  follows  : — 

Fils 

10404  J.  D.  and  456  Fils 
328  J.  D.  and  878  Fils 
6669  J.  D.  and  410  Fils 
1093  J.  D.  and  782  Fils 
60  J.  D.  and  500  Fils 
936  J.  D.  and  636  Fils 
1482  J.  D. 


Furthermore,  the  society  owns  the  following  shares  and  bonds 
Bearer  Bonds  : 1700  J.  D. 

Petrolium  Refineries  Company  : 3523  J.  D.  and  387  Fiis 
Jordanian  Cement  Company  : 2000  J.  D. 

Electric  Company  (Amman)  : 118  J.  D. 

Jordanian  Phosphate  Mines  Company  : 1290  J.  D. 

Jerusalem  Electric  Company  : 2512  J.  D.  and  500  Fils 


Regarding  the  value  of  real  assets,  they  amount  to  7266  J.  D.  and 
563  Fils  after  the  reduction  of  ordinary  consumption. 


The  budget  of  income  and  expenses  for  the  year  1975  is  as 
follows  : - 


Total  Income  6981  J.  D.  907  Fils  detailed  as  follows  : — 
Cash  Subscription  : 1060  J.  D.  and  450  Fils 

Contributions  : 4043  J.  D.  and  878  Fils 

Interests  : 1877  J.  D.  and  579  Fils 

Total  Expenses  amount  to  2568  J.  D.  and  896  Fils 


detailed  as  follows  : — 

Salaries  and  Increments  : 

Rent  of  Premises  : 

Transcribing  and  Book-binding 
Transport  : 

Illumination,  Water  and  Heating  : 
Post,  Cables  and  Telephones  : 
Customs  expenses  : 

Cash  Subscriptions  : 

Accounts  auditing  : 

Stationery  and  Printed  Matters  : 
Employees  insurance  : 
Miscellaneous  : 


1376  J.  D.  and  285  Fils 
214  J.  D.  and  285  Fils 
318  J.  D.  and  571  Fils 
302  J.  D.  and  602  Fils 
15  J.  D.  and  426  Fils 
42  J.  D.  and  680  Fils 
95  J.  D.  and  615  Fils 
2 J.  D.  and  380  Fils 
61  J.  D.  and  905  Fils 
34  J.  D.  and  241  Fils 
13  J.  D.  and  810  Fils 
91  J.  D.  and  96  Fils 


After  calculating  income  and  expenses  the  remainder  to  our 
credit  amounts  to  4413  J.  D.  and  11  Fils  plus  the  capital. 

4  The  Council  of  Trustees  : This  Council  is  at  present  composed 
of  the  following  ladies  and  gentlemen  : — 

1 His  Excellency  Mr.  Anwar  Zaki  Nuseibeh  : President. 

2 Dr.  El-Haj  Mahmoud  Tahir  Ed-Dajani  : Vice  President  ar^  ^ 

Treasurer.  * 

3 Mr.  Jameel  ‘Easa  Hashweh  : Secretary.  *•  oo 

4 His  Excellency  Mr.  Hikmat  El-Masri.  Xo, 

5 Miss  Elene  Elias  Lubbat.  cn 

6 Mr.  Flassan  'Easa  Khawaja  : Representative  of  the  Arab  Socie- 

ty for  the  Blind  (Jerusalem). 

7 Mr.  Hussam  Badir. 

8 Miss  Nabeeha  Khayyat : on  behalf  of  her  brother  Mr.  Emil 

Khayyat  at  present  abroad. 

9 Miss  Bushra  Fayez  El-Adham. 

Moreover,  the  Council  has  elected  Miss  Hilaneh  Habib  Sheha- 
deh  as  an  active  member  and  assistant  secretary  in  addition  to  her 
being  elected  as  representative  in  the  World  Council  for  the  Blind. 
She  was  also  elected  to  attend  ‘The  Women  World  Conference’  held 
in  Belgrade,  Yugoslavia  in  November  1975. 

Before  we  are  through  with  our  report  we  would  like  to  mention 
that  the  founder  of  this  society,  the  late  Mr.  Subhi  Tahir  Ed-Dajani 
who  passed  away  at  the  outset  of  1975  was  awarded  ‘The  Order  of 
Independence  (Medal)'  by  His  Majesty  King  Hussein  in  appreciation 
of  his  great  services  and  in  recognition  of  his  efforts  exerted  in  the 
field  of  the  Blind. 

Before  concluding  this  report,  we  wish  to  beg  headmistresses 
and  headmasters  of  various  schools  and  institutions  to  inform  their 
pupils  about  the  contents  of  this  report  for  their  enlightenment. 

We  pray  God  to  guide  us  in  our  footsteps  and  grant  us  power  to 
serve  a class  of  people  who  are  deprived  of  the  blessing  of  sight,  but 
endowed  with  good  minds  bestowed  on  them  by  God. 

Dear  Supporters, 

The  mind  has  to  find  itself  an  outlet,  however  senses  stand  as 
obstacles  in  its  way. 

Again  accept  our  warmest  thanks,  greetings  and  appreciation 
sent  to  every  one  of  you. 

May  God  preserve  you  as  supporters  of  Charity. 

Anwar  Zaki  Nuseibeh  Jameel  ‘Easa  Hashweh 


President 


Secretary 


